LA COUNTY SIGNIFIGANT EGOLOGICAL AREAS

PLANNING STATEMENT OF FINDINGS

Pursuant to County Code Section 22.102.080.D, the applicant shall substantiate the following facts:

(Do not provide one word or Yes/No responses. If necessary, attach additional pages)

1. That the proposed development is highly compatible with the SEA Resources, including the

preservation of natural open space areas and providing for the long-term maintenance of ecosystem
functions;

The proposed project occurs within an existing landfill, outside the limits of designated natural
open space areas, and critical habitat defined by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
National Marine Fisheries Service. The proposed development continues landfill operations;
the project site will continue to serve as a landfill and ecosystem functions will not be impaired.

2. That the proposed development avoids or minimizes impacts to the SEA Resources and wildlife
movement through one or more of the following:

a) Avoiding habitat fragmentation;
b) Minimizing edge effects; or
c¢) Siting development in the least sensitive location.

The proposed project site occurs within an existing landfill. Natural vegetation communities will

incur minor impacts (.05 acres; 1,742 square feet) along the existing landfill boundaries and
thus minimizing habitat fragmentation and edge effects.

3. That important habitat areas are adequately buffered from development by retaining sufficient
natural vegetation cover and/or natural open spaces and integrating sensitive design features;

The project site occurs within an existing landfill, and surrounding land cover types (within 200
feet) are dominated by Ruderal and Developed/Disturbed areas, with patches of Toyon
Chaparral, a native/natural vegetation community. Beyond 200 feet of the project site is the
Pacific Ocean and steep hillsides of native vegetation. These areas, outside the project site,

will retain sufficient natural vegetation cover and open spaces (marine), consistent with
ongoing landfill operations.
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4. That the proposed development maintains ecological and hydrological functions of water bodies,
watercourses, and their tributaries;

The proposed project does not intersect or encroach on drainage features that support the
hydrological functions of the region. The project will not result in impacts to the adjacent
coastline or marine waterbody.

5. That the proposed development ensures that roads, access roads, driveways, and utilities do not
conflict with Priority Biological Resources, habitat areas, migratory paths, or wildlife corridors; and

Wildlife activity is minimal due to ongoing operation of the existing landfill. The proposed
project will utilize existing road infrastructure with existing security fencing and utilities. The
proposed project does not intersect drainage features that may function as wildlife corridors.
No designated wildlife corridors occur in the project site or immediately adjacent to the project
site. The project will not impact the adjacent coastline above the mean high tide line that may
support resting and foraging habitat for marine wildlife. Minimal impact to natural vegetation
communities will result from the project, at approximately 0.05 acres (1,742 square feet) of
Toyon Chaparral. Landscaped, including landscaped waste footprint (1.69 acres),
Developed/Disturbed (5.43 acres), and Ruderal (0.51 acres) land cover consists of the
remaining project site.

6. That the proposed development promotes the resiliency of the SEA to the greatest extent possible.
For purposes of this finding, SEA resiliency is not promoted when the proposed development may
cause any of the following:

a) Significant unmitigated loss of contiguity or connectivity of the SEA;

b) Significant unmitigated impact to a Priority Biological Resource;

c¢) Removal of habitat that is the only known location of a new or rediscovered species; and/or
d) Otherfactors as identified by SEATAC (if applicable).

The proposed project occurs within an existing landfill and will not result in loss of biological
value of existing resources within the project vicinity, loss of designated open space, critical
habitat, sensitive vegetation communities, or loss of contiguity or connectivity of the Santa
Catalina SEA.
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