
 

 

THIRD SUPPLEMENTAL MEMO TO THE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

 
DATE ISSUED: April 24, 2024 

MEETING DATE: April 24, 2024 AGENDA 
ITEM: 

7 

PROJECT NUMBER: PRJ2023-002901-(1-5)       
PROJECT NAME: ADU Ordinance Amendment 
PLAN NUMBER(S): RPPL2023004282 
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT: 1-5  
PROJECT LOCATION: Unincorporated Los Angeles County 
PROJECT PLANNER: Kenneth Warner, Regional Planner 

kwarner@planning.lacounty.gov 
 
Zoe Axelrod, Senior Regional Planner 
zaxelrod@planning.lacounty.gov 
  

 
This item is the ADU Ordinance Amendment (“Amendment”), amending the Los Angeles 
County Code, Title 11 – Health and Safety, and Title 22 – Planning and Zoning, to update 
development standards for accessory dwelling units and junior accessory dwelling units in 
the unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County, pursuant to recent changes to State law.  
 
ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Since the posting of the second supplemental memo on April 23, 2024, staff received 
additional materials in the form of comment letters, which are attached here. 

• Two additional letters were received with suggestions for revising the ordinance.  

   
Memo 
Approved By: 

 
 

 

 
 
Memo 
Approved By: 

Edward Rojas, AICP, Assistant Deputy Director 
 

 

 
Connie Chung, AICP, Deputy Director 
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________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter"   Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Regional Planning Commission       April 23, 2024 

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors  

320 W Temple Street 

Los Angeles CA   90012 

Electronic Transmission of three (3) pages to 

commission@planning.lacounty.gov  

 

 

Subject:       The Acton Town Council's Comments on the Draft Accessory Dwelling 

    Unit Ordinance. 

 

Reference: Regional Planning Commission Hearing April 24, 2023. 

    Agenda Item #7.  

 

 

Dear Commissioners; 

 

The Acton Town Council respectfully submits the following comments on the draft 

ordinance scheduled for public hearing on April 24, 2024, pertaining to Accessory 

(ADUs).  In the interest of brevity, our comments are short. 

 

The only real concern that the Acton Town Council has with the draft ADU Ordinance is 

that it continues to require ADU access routes to be improved to "public street standards 

approved by Public Works"; notably, the term "public street standards approved by 

Public Works" is not explained anywhere in the ordinance or the hearing package, it is 

not described anywhere in the record, and it is certainly not defined anywhere in the 

County Code.   And, while "Design Standards" have been codified in Title 21 for streets 

in small lot subdivisions (specifically, in Chapter 21.24) these standards do not apply to 

the ADU ordinance; in fact, not one county-maintained road in Acton even complies 

with the Chapter 21.24 design standards.   

 

The Acton Town Council does not dispute, and we have never disputed, that there is a 

need for secondary access to protect the public; in fact, we have spent more than a 

decade trying to get the County to take steps which would expand secondary access 

routes in Acton.  However, what we do dispute is the need to require these access routes

mailto:commission@planning.lacounty.gov
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to be improved to "public street standards" which presumably means full pavement, 

curbs, gutters, sidewalks, streetlights, drainage culverts, concrete stormwater facilities 

and other urban infrastructure all of which is utterly contrary to the rural design 

standards set forth in the County general plan and the Antelope Valley Area PlanAB.  

Equally important, the County has consistently failed to provide us with an explanation 

of why and how all access routes must be improved to "public street standards" when no 

such improvements are necessary to achieve adequate access and egress and the County 

has never demonstrated that such improvements are necessary to achieve adequate 

access and egress.   

 

The Acton Town Council raised these concerns in an email sent to Regional Planning on 

April 20, and we were very grateful to receive a prompt response which clarified:  
 

The access requirements of Subsection C were developed in partnership with the 

LA County Fire Department in 2018-2019. The street width and improvement 

standards were requested by Fire. The requirement of two distinct access routes 

is a planning standard supported by Attachment D of the hearing package (pages 

38-41) and summarized in the findings of the draft resolution (pages 42-46). Fire 

is more concerned about being able to access structures for protection while 

Planning is more concerned with emergency evacuation. 

 

With this response, we were able to narrow our focus on this issue, and while we could 

not find any "Attachment D" of the hearing package, we saw a section titled "ADU 

Ordinance Amendment: Discussion of ADUs And Fire Hazard" beginning on page 38 of 

the Hearing Package which touched on the issue of access.  However, it shed no light on 

what County means by "public street standards" or how this requirement came about; 

instead, these pages merely state that the ordinance prohibits "ADUs on lots in 

VHFHSZs with substandard vehicular access", that it is important to provide "multiple, 

viable egress pathways in fire-prone areas", and that public safety hazards are posed by 

"narrow, single-access routes during wildfires".  None of this justifies the inappropriate 

requirement the access routes must be improved to "public street standards".   

 

The Acton Town Council also notes that the section titled "ADU Ordinance Amendment: 

Discussion of ADUs And Fire Hazard" asserts that the ordinance was informed by the 

County's safety element, however the Safety Element of the General Plan does not 

require access routes to meet "public street standards", so the Safety Element does not 

justify this requirement.  
 

______________________________ 
 

AB   The Acton Town Council has frequently articulated this concern over the last five years, 

most recently in comments on the Wildfire Ordinance dated June 11, 2023.   
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The section titled "ADU Ordinance Amendment: Discussion of ADUs And Fire Hazard" 

further asserts that the draft ADU ordinance was also informed by a document titled 

"Final Recommendations to Reduce Wildfire Risk to Existing and Future Development: 

Los Angeles County, California ("CPAW") however the CPAW Report was prepared by a 

few individuals working on behalf of a private organization which only engaged with 

Fire Department and Regional Planning staff and never conducted any public outreach 

or engagement.  Furthermore, the CPAW Report was never released to the public for 

review and comment or subject to any independent legal or technical peer review or 

formally considered by any county agency or subject to any public hearing or placed on 

any agenda before any County hearing officer, Planning Commission, or Board of 

Supervisors; in fact, the public never even saw the CPAW report until six months after 

it was completed because Regional Planning did not disclose its existence or make it 

available to the public.  Worse yet, the recommendations offered by the CPAW Report 

materially controvert adopted local ordinances and state statutes and substantially 

conflict with adopted County Plans.  The fact that the CPAW Report was never assessed 

within the context of adopted ordinances and that it conflicts with County plans and that 

it was never subject to peer review or public comment or formal county action renders it 

meaningless and cannot be accorded weight.   

 

Together, these facts indicate that there is no justification for the requirement set forth 

in the ADU Ordinance that access routes be improved to "public street standards"; 

therefore, it is reasonable and appropriate for the Acton Town Council to raise concerns 

regarding this requirement (particularly since it is inconsistent with adopted County 

Planning documents).  The Acton Town Council is grateful for the email communication 

received on April 20 which indicated that the source of this requirement is the County 

Fire Department and not Regional Planning; accordingly, we will pursue this matter 

directly with the Fire Department.  Nonetheless, because the ADU Ordinance is an 

action that is moving forward under Regional Planning's purview, it is important that 

we convey our concerns directly to the Planning Commission.   

 

Thank you for your time and consideration of the matters raised herein. 
 

Sincerely; 

 

____________________ 

Jeremiah Owen, President 

The Acton Town Council 

 

 

cc: Kenneth Warner, Regional Planner [kwarner@planning.lacounty.gov]. 
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